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The following is a press Release for the Chelan High School Agriculture Education Department and the Chelan FFA.  We would appreciate any and all coverage of our events and student successes.  For more information, contact our Chapter Advisor, Rod Cool, or Chapter Reporter, Mikiya Stowe at (509) 682-4061 ext 129 during school hours.  

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your continued support of the Chelan FFA and high school agriculture education.

Chelan High School

Agriculture Education Department/Chelan FFA

News Release

16 Sep 2010
For Immediate Release— Chelan FFA members built on their success at the NCW Fair and made tracks at the Chelan County Fair held in Cashmere, WA on September 8th through the 12th.  
19 member exhibited 31 animals at the fair all of them doing a superb job. In the Beef Barn, Jane Horlebein was awarded the Grand Champion Market Steer Ribbon with Sammi Jo Cool earning the Reserve Champion Spot.  In Fitting and Showing Leah Clark picked up the Grand Champion Rosette and Sammi Jo earned the Reserve Champion Rosette.  Sammi Jo picked up a third rosette with her Grand Champion finish in the Rate of Gain competition. Jorge Villasenor also had a steer in the barn. 

In the Swine Barn, the Chelan FFA was well represented with 12 showmen.  

On Thursday Jorge Villasenor, Leo Pastor, Apolinar Blanco, Sean Hess, Levi Greenway, Cody LaPorte and Mandy Robison made the Championship Drive of Market Hogs.  When all the dust had settled, Mandy Robison had the purple ribbon of Grand Champion Market Hog in her hands.  On Friday in the Fitting and Showing Competition, 20 showman were brought back for the finals.  Chelan FFA was represented by Jorge Villasenor, Lupe Villasenor, Apolinar Blanco, Sean Hess, Amanda Stewart, and Chad Miller.  When the field was cut down to ten Jorge, Lupe, Apolinar, Sean and Chad were still in the ring.  When the ribbons were handed out the by the judge,  Jorge and Apol were the winners with Jorge earning the Grand Champion Rosette and Apol winning the Reserve Champion Rosette.  By virtue of being the Grand Champion FFA Swine Showman, Jorge also won the Walt Pierson Memorial Swine Award, the first Chelan FFA member to do so since its inception 7 years ago.  Also showing pigs for Chelan were Jose Aparicio and Corey McClellan.  
In the Sheep Barn, Chelsea Gocke and Micheal LaHaye each had one lamb on exhibit.  Both made it to the Market Class Championship Drive but they ended up 3rd and 4th in the show.  Chelsea also made it to the fitting and showing finals also ending up 3rd overall.  

In the Meat Goat Barn,  Sammi Jo Cool and Leah Clark made the market class finals, with Sammi Jo finishing 3rd overall.  In the fitting and showing competition, after an hour of tough showing, questions, and maneuvers, Sammi Jo came away with Grand Champion Meat Goat Fitting and Showing Award.  

On Friday,  all the Grand and Reserve Champions in Fitting and Showing compete in the Round Robin where they show each of the species exhibited at the fair.  Leah Clark was the FFA Round Robin Champion and won the Overall Champion Showman Buckle. 

On Saturday, the awards for Supreme Showman were announced.  They are sponsored by Chelan Heights Orchards and Custom Apple Packers.  The Supreme Showman is based on how each exhibitors’ animal does in Rate of Gain (how much weight they gain per day from June to Sep), Market Class (how each animal ranks against the other animals in its species) and Fitting and Showing (how each exhibitor shows against the other exhibitors in their species).  In the Beef Barn,  Sammi Jo Cool won the Grand Champion Rosette and the trophy for Supreme Showman.  Jane Horlebein earned the Reserve Champion rosette.  In the Swine Barn,  Apolinar Blanco brought home the trophy for Supreme Showman and Mandy Robison was the Reserve Champion.   Each of the Supreme Showman in each division receive a trophy and a $25.00 check.  Sammi Jo Cool was also crowned the Overall FFA Supreme Showman earning a $100.00 bonus and a belt buckle sponsored by the Chelan FFA Alumni.  

FFA members sold their market livestock projects on Saturday in the Cecil Hurd Sales Arena.  Members earned over $18,000 from the sale of their livestock bringing the total from their fair sales to just under $30,000 from the NCW and Chelan County Fairs for their Supervised Agriculture Experience projects. 

Chelan members also earned rosettes in the FFA Still life building and Open Apple Tray Competition.  Apolinar Blanco, Leah Clark, Jorge Villasenor, Cody LaPorte, Lupe Villasenor, Jakob Straub, Jesus Rodriguez, Corey McClellan, and Zaren Sandum all brought home rosettes from these divisions. 

In CDE competition,  Chelan did well earning banners in 5 of the 6 competitions.  They placed 1st in Poultry Judging, 3rd in Livestock, 3rd in Produce, 3rd in Tractors, and 2nd in the Sweepstakes. 
FFA members wrap up their fair season with trips to the Adams County fair to compete in the State FFA Horse Evaluation CDE and Puyallup for the Washington State FFA Exposition and the State FFA Tractor Driving CDE.  

Photo Caption 1:  Chelan FFA Chelan County Fair participants just before they break up to get ready to sell their animals at the Fat Stock sale on Saturday September 11. 
Photo Caption 2:  Jorge Villasenor clips his pigs ears in preparation for the Swine Fitting and Showing classes.  He went on to earn the Grand Champion Rosette.  
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