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The following is a press Release for the Chelan High School Agriculture Education Department and the Chelan FFA.  We would appreciate any and all coverage of our events and student successes.  For more information, contact our Chapter Advisor, Rod Cool, or Chapter Reporter, Mikiya Stowe at (509) 682-4061 ext 129 during school hours.  

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your continued support of the Chelan FFA and high school agriculture education.

Chelan High School

Agriculture Education Department/Chelan FFA

News Release

23 Nov 2010

For Immediate Release—Ninety-two FFA members from NCW FFA Chapters traveled to Brewster for the 2010 Edition of the District VII Apple Evaluation Career Development Event.  The Apple CDE is designed to give FFA members the opportunity to practice industry skills in a competitive setting.  The CDE requires participants to complete the following practicum areas:  Blemish Identification, Variety Identification, Entomology, Red Delicious Grading, Golden Delicious Grading, Pressure Testing, Fruit Maturity Determination (based on Bloom Date), Pesticide Applicators Examination, and Tray Judging.   

Sixteen teams represented nine NCW FFA Chapters which included Cashmere, Wenatchee, Eastmont, Manson, Chelan, Pateros, Bridgeport, Okanogan, and Tonasket.  When all the scores had been tallied, the Chelan Reds brought home the first place banner and the Lake Chelan Fieldman’s Traveling Trophy for the eighth time in the last nine years.  Tonasket LTD earned the second place banner, and Cashmere 1 won the third place banner. 
Individually,  Sammi Jo Cool of Chelan was the winner earning a $500 Scholarship sponsored by the Lake Chelan Fieldmans’ Association and the Chelan FFA Alumni.  Jorge Villasenor of Chelan was 2nd; Grace Maldonado, Tonasket, 3rd; Flor Maldonado, Tonasket, 4th; Lupe Villasenor, Chelan, 5th;  Apolinar Blanco, Chelan 6th; Claire Thornton, Tonasket 7th; Reanna Avey, Cashmere 8th; Breanna Howell, Tonasket 9th; and Derek Ahl, Chelan 10th.  

The Chelan Red team was made up of Sammi Jo Cool, Jorge Villasenor, Lupe Villasenor, Apolinar Blanco, and Zaren Sandum.  The Chelan Golden team placed fourth as was made up of Derek Ahl, Jane Horlebein, Ricky Diaz, Corrin Easley, and James Blixt.  The Chelan Fuji team placed thirteenth and was comprised of Levi Greenway,  Ben Lorenz, Justin Buyas, David Duenas, and Cole Noffsinger.  

The competitors from these Chapters will now move on to the Washington State FFA Apple CDE in Yakima on December 8th which is held in the conjunction with the Washington State Horticulture Association Annual Meetings.  They will complete in the same practicum areas. 

In Blemish Identification, competitors evaluate 50 apples to determine which of twelve possible blemishes that would cull the apple: Codling Moth, San Jose Scale, Bitter Pit, Lygus Injury, Growth Crack, Sunburn, Scab, Chewing Injury, Indenture, Limb Rub, Stink Bug, and Pandemis.  In Variety Identification, members are required to identify 25 fruit samples to determine if they are Anjou Pears, Bosc Pears, Barlett Pears, Braeburn , Fuji, Gala, Golden Delicious, Granny Smith, Jonagold, Red Delicious, Honeycrisp, Winter Banana, or Pink Lady apples.  Entomology requires participants to identify 20 insect pests or beneficials from slides of the actual insect or damage.  Red and Golden Delicious Grading asks members to grade 25 samples of Reds and Goldens using Washington State Department of Agriculture Grading Standards and determine if the apple is a Washington Extra Fancy, Washington Fancy, or a cull based on a visual examination.  Pressure Testing requires members to use a penetrometer to measure the internal pressure of an apple to determine maturity.  They are evaluated on employing the proper technique and the accuracy of their determination.  Fruit Maturity requires the contestants to determine the release dates of Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, and Fuji based on the full bloom date.   Contestants also complete a written Pesticide Applicators Test based on the WSDA Pesticide Applicators Handbook.  The final practicum is Tray Judging where members have to evaluate four trays of Goldens and four trays of Reds.  They have to place the trays in order based on quality attributes, uniformity, and grade.   These are the same skills used in the fruit industry in quality control and field work.  Special thanks go out to Jeff LaPorte, Chelan Fruit Fieldman, for organizing the contest and to the other Chelan Fruit and Wilbur Ellis field staff for their assistance with the District VII Apple Evaluation CDE. 
Photo Caption:  Chelan FFA members who participated in the District VII FFA Apple CDE. The Chelan Red Team won the 1st place banner and brought home the Lake Chelan Fieldmans’ Association Traveling Trophy for the 8 time in the last 9 years.  
Team Results:


Chapter 


Score

1.
Chelan Red


974

2. 
Tonasket LTD

930

3.
Cashmere 1


869



4.
Chelan Golden

867

5.  
Tonasket 2


839.5

6.
Pateros 1


787

7. 
Okanogan


757

8. 
Wenatchee


740.7

9.
Pateros 2


735.5

10.
Tonasket 3


733
11.
Manson 1


729.5

12.
Cashmere 2


691.5

13.
Chelan Fuji


665.5

14.
Manson 2


607.5

15.
Eastmont


583.5

16.
Bridgeport


540.5

Individual Results


Contestant


Chapter

Score

1.
Sammi Jo Cool

Chelan

256.5

2. 
Jorge Villasenor

Chelan

246.5

3.
Grace Maldonado

Tonasket

244.5

4.
Flor Maldonado

Tonasket

238

5.
Lupe Villasenor

Chelan

235.5

6.
Apolinar Blanco

Chelan

235.5

7.
Claire Thornton

Tonasket

226.5

8.
Reanna Avey

Cashmere

225

9. 
Breanna Howell

Tonasket

224

10.
Derek Ahl 


Chelan

223
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