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The following is a press Release for the Chelan High School Agriculture Education Department and the Chelan FFA.  We would appreciate any and all coverage of our events and student successes.  For more information, contact our Chapter Advisor, Rod Cool, or Chapter Reporter, Mikiya Stowe at (509) 682-4061 ext 129 during school hours.  

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your continued support of the Chelan FFA and high school agriculture education.

Chelan High School

Agriculture Education Department/Chelan FFA

11 Mar 11
News Release

 For Immediate Release— The Chelan FFA kicked off the spring Career Development Event season in fine fashion this week competing at the District VII Sub District South Leadership CDE, Wenatchee Agricultural Mechanics CDE and Sunny Okanogan Invitational Livestock Judging CDE.  
In the Sub District Leadership CDE, Chelan FFA members competed for the three spots available in the District CDE in Prepared Public Speaking, Extemporaneous Public Speaking and Rituals.  
The five members entered into the Prepared Public Speaking CDE had to research, write, and deliver a six to eight minute speech on an agriculture related topic and answer five minutes of questions.  The Chelan members placed first through fifth in the CDE.   Darrick Clem brought home the first place banner with his speech on Alternative Energy.  Gage Henry earned the second place banner with his speech on the Let it Burn Policy.  Sammi Jo Cool earned the third place banner and the last spot into the District CDE with her speech “Without Agriculture there is No Culture”.  Lupe Villasenor will be the alternate to district with her fourth place finish with her speech “ Food Importation”, and Jorge rounded out the top five with his speech “Wolves and Ranchers” in the nine speaker field. 

There were twelve contestants in the Extemporaneous Public Speaking CDE.  Competitors draw three topics from a bank of twelve unknown topics, choose one and in thirty minutes prepare a four to six minute speech and answer five minutes of questions.  Sammi Jo Cool earned the first place banner,  Jorge Villasenor brought home the second place banner.  Darrick Clem was fourth and Gage Henry was sixth.  
The Rituals CDE is designed for first year FFA members and requires them to perform the opening and closing ceremonies of an Official FFA meeting and perform a group problem solving problem.  The rituals team was coached by Student Teacher Ashley Reeves and on their first trip they earned the second place banner and a berth into the District Leadership CDE.  Team members were Apolinar Blanco, David Duenas, Javier Rivera, Crystal Avila, Kelsie Miller, and Jose Rosas.  
Zaren Sandum, Jorge Villasenor, Ricky Diaz, Billy Poppie, Jakob Straub, and Gage Henry  competed in the Agricultural Mechanics CDE.  The contestants had to complete an individual skill test and  team project.  The individual test consisted of a 3 pass arc fillet weld on 3/8” mild steel, that was then tested in the press by being bent into a “U” shape and then competitors had to join that to a 1/8 mild steel using an arc lap weld.  The next step was to do a horizontal gas fillet weld on 1/8 mild steel with horizontal brazing fillet on the back.  The team competition involved constructing a bridge that was 14” x 2”x 2 ½” out 1/8 and 1/16 welding rod and then hanging weights from the center until it failed.  The Chelan teams bridge failed at 210 lbs. placing them 5th in the 18 team field.  

On Wednesday,  six members traveled to the Okanogan Livestock Market to compete in the Sunny Okanogan Angus Ranch, Invitational Livestock CDE.  Members evaluated two classes of two year angus bulls, two classes of angus heifers, and a class of market steers.  The members who competed for Chelan were Jorge Villasenor, Sammi Jo Cool, Enrique Diaz, Gage Henry, Apolinar Blanco and Jose Rosas.   They placed 6th in the 9 team field.  

Photo Caption: 
Group:  These Chelan FFA members brought home 6 banners from the Sub District VII South Leadership CDE and the Ag Mech CDE in Wenatchee.

Extemp:  Sammi Jo Cool earned the 1st place banner in Extemporaneous Speaking.

Prepared:  Darrick Clem earned the 1st Place banner in Prepared Public Speaking.

Judging:  FFA members competed at the Sunny Okanogan Angus Invitational Livestock CDE at the Okanogan Livestock Market.  
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