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The following is a press Release for the Chelan High School Agriculture Education Department and the Chelan FFA.  We would appreciate any and all coverage of our events and student successes.  For more information, contact our Chapter Advisor, Rod Cool, or Chapter Reporter, Mikiya Stowe at (509) 682-4061 ext 129 during school hours.  

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your continued support of the Chelan FFA and high school agriculture education.

Chelan High School

Agriculture Education Department/Chelan FFA

2 May 2011
News Release

 For Immediate Release—Chelan FFA members picked up their first piece of State hardware of the spring with a strong 4th place finish in the Washington State FFA Forestry Career Development Event held at the Sherwood Demonstrational Forest in Chewelah on Friday April 29th.  The team consisted of Billy Poppie, Gage Henry, Sammi Jo Cool, Jon Cantor, and Jorge Villasenor.  Team 2 was Jake Straub, Robert Ihlandfeldt, Leo Pastor, and Zaren Sandum and they placed 12th in the 16 team field.  
Contestants competed in ten practicum areas.  They each completed a forestry general knowledge exam. Then they moved on to Chainsaw Troubleshooting and Identification which was won by Leo Pastor.   Compass and Pacing involves shooting bearing along a course and estimating the distance between points by pacing.  Forestry Tool Identification involves identifying 30 different tools used in the forestry and natural resource field work and Billy Poppie placed 3rd.  Sammi Jo Cool placed 3rd in the Forest Plant Identification practicum.  Tree disorders involves identifying tree diseases, fungi, and insect damage to trees.  Legal description requires members to read maps and determine the legal description of parcels.  Members also complete a team variable plot cruising practicum where they are given a plot center and then they determine the basal area of the plot using a 20 factor prism and extrapolate the data to determine trees per acre, tree spacing, and total board foot volume of trees.  The team is also given a current issue in the forestry industry and in 20 minutes prepares a 10 minute presentation on that issue that demonstrates their knowledge of the forestry industry. 
On Friday April 22nd,  27 students from the Chelan High School Natural Resources class traveled to Squilchuck State Park near Wenatchee to compete in the NCW Forestry CDE.  The Chelan FFA placed 5th in that event with Billy Poppie winning the Compass and Pacing Practicum, Jon Cantor winning the Tool ID Practicum, and Edgar Echeverria winning the Timber Cruising individual practicum.  

Photo Caption:   Sammi Jo Cool and Jorge Villasenor during the Compass and Pacing Practicum of the Washington State FFA Forestry CDE in Chewelah.  
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