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The following is a press Release for the Chelan High School Agriculture Education Department and the Chelan FFA.  We would appreciate any and all coverage of our events and student successes.  For more information, contact our Chapter Advisor, Rod Cool, or Chapter Reporter, Mikiya Stowe at (509) 682-4061 ext 129 during school hours.  

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your continued support of the Chelan FFA and high school agriculture education.

Chelan High School

Agriculture Education Department/Chelan FFA

News Release

15 May 2011

For Immediate Release—19 members of the Chelan FFA Chapter traveled to Pullman and the campus of Washington State University for the 81st Washington State FFA Convention to compete in State Career Development Events, accept awards and degrees, attend leadership training and convention sessions. 

Sammi Jo Cool, Chelan FFA and District VII President, added a new officer position to her list after being elected the 2011-12 Washington State FFA President.  She becomes the third State FFA Officer from the Chelan Chapter in the last six years: Jake Robison served as the 2007-08 State Secretary; and her brother Tucker Cool served as the 2009-10 State President.  The State FFA Officer election process includes an application and essay; knowledge test; writing assessment; a group interview; a short personal interview; and a long personal interview.  The top ten candidates are selected after this process and then they give a three minute to the general assembly and the official chapter delegate body casts a ballot.  When all the points and a votes had been tallied, Sammi Jo became the 82nd President of the Washington FFA Association.  She and her brother become the first brother and sister to be elected as Washington State President in the 82 year storied history of the Washington FFA.   She will begin a year of service to the Washington FFA and ambassador for the Washington Agriculture Industry.  Her duties will take her all over the state completing chapter visits and agriculture industry tours, serving on the FFA Board of Directors, representing the Washington Association in the delegate body at the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, and planning and implementing the 82nd Washington State Convention in May of 2012.  Her term will begin the week after graduation with Blast Off Training for the six officer team followed by a National Leadership Conference for State Officers in early July and the Washington Conference for State Presidents in Washington, DC in late July.  She then will travel to fairs in August promoting FFA and assisting FFA members and advisors during fair season.  She will give up a year of college and spend around 200 days on the road fulfilling her duties.  
Four members received the State FFA Degree.  Sammi Jo Cool, Jane Horlebein, Jorge Villasenor, and Zaren Sandum each received the golden charm of the State FFA Degree.  

Jorge Villasenor received the District VII Star in Placement.  His Supervised Agriculture Experience in Placement in Tree Fruit Production also earned the second place State Proficiency Award plaque.  

Sammi Jo Cool was the District VII Star Farmer.  Her Diversified Livestock Production SAE also earned her a second place State Proficiency Award plaque. 

Zaren Sandum received the third place plaque in the Placement in Tree Fruit Production proficiency award.   Jane Horlebein was awarded the second place plaque in the Placement in Ag Sales proficiency award area. 
Zach Sandum received recognition as a candidate for the American FFA Degree.  

The Chelan Chapter received a Gold Rating  in the National Chapter Award Program and a fifth place in the state.  The National Chapter Award is based on the chapter Program of Activities and how it reflects the FFA mission statement.  

Chapter members competed in nine State Career Development Events. In the leadership CDEs members have to place in the top two spots in the first round to advance to the final eight in the State Finals.   


Lupe Villasenor represented the Chapter and District VII in the Job Interview CDE placing third in her flight in first round competition.  

Sammi Jo Cool was fourth in her flight for Prepared Public Speaking and third in her flight in Extemporaneous Public Speaking.  

James Blixt, Zaren Sandum, and Sammi Jo Cool competed in the Marketing Plan CDE and also placed third in their flight in the first round of competition.  

Jake Straub, Mikki Litterell, Jose Rosas, Javier Rivera, and Apolinar Blanco competed in the State First Year CDE after placing 2nd in the District CDE a week earlier.  They were third in their flight. 

The Agriculture Issues CDE team of Jorge Villasenor, Lupe Villasenor, Franklin Rosas, and Mikki Litterell placed fourth in their flight.  

Apolinar Blanco was the Chelan entrant in the Creed Speaking CDE and he placed fourth in his flight in first round competition.  

The Farm Business Management Team turned in a 16th place finish and team members were Franklin Rosas, Robert Ihlandfeldt, April Rosas, Sean Hess, and Jon Cantor.  They completed a team problem solving practicum, an individual problem solving, and individual knowledge test.  The team problem was a cash flow budget, and grazing lease problem.  The individual problem solving practicum was a net present value interest rate problem. 
The Meats Evaluation team of Gage Henry, Chad Miller, James Blixt, Logan Hendricks, and Derek Ahl turned in a 17th place finish in at 39 team field.  They had to grade beef carcasses; place beef, lamb, and hog carcasses; place retail cuts; identify 40 cuts for species, primal, and retail cut; complete a sausage formulation problem; and meat industry knowledge test.  

Photo Caption:   2011-12 Washington State FFA President, Sammi Jo Cool, celebrates with her fellow Chelan FFA Members after the results of the election were announced following the Saturday night session of the 81st Washington FFA Convention 
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