CHELAN MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Chris Anderson: Principal andersonc@chelanschools.org Ph: 682-4073

THE PIRATE PRESS

It is that time of year again when we begin to look forward to the start of another
school year. We hope all of you were able to find some time to relax and reconnect
with friends and family. We are very excited to see all of you and are excited for an-
other great year at CMS! Classes will begin at 8:30 on September 1st. Students will
have their school photos taken that day as well. This year our staff will continue to
look at best practice around instructional strategies and assessment in ovder to help
meet the needs of all of our students. We look forward to working with you and your
student to meet their educational needs. Please feel free to contact the school
throughout the year as questions come up. See you in a couple weeks!

Chris Anderson, Principal

PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CMS EVENT CALENDAR
The first MS Parent Advisory Council meeting is

scheduled for Monday, September 20th at 4:00 in
the library. The purpose of this council is to give
parents/guardians an opportunity to provide feed-
back and perspective relative to school decisions
and provide an avenue to raise concerns and is-
sues as they relate to Chelan Middle School. At the
first meeting we will discuss some of the changes
for the upcoming school year, reflect on the previ-
ous school year and the start of this school year
and other topics that families would like to dis-
cuss.

8/26  6th Grade Orientation/BBQ - 6:00 p.m.
9/1 First Day of School! (Classes begin @ 8:30)
First Day of Fall Athletics
School Pictures
9/16  CMS Open House
9/20  Late Start
Parent Advisory Council - 4:00 (Library)
9/22-24 ASB Elections

10/4 Late Start
e s Athletic Eligibility

Picture Retake Da
Y Practices for fall sports will begin on the first day of

10/4-10/7 Student Led Conferences school. In order to participate, students must have

10/5 - 10/8 6th Grade Trip to Holden Village
10/5  Picture Re-take Day

10/18 Late Start

10/9  No School

10/19 Late Start

completed all paperwork and be signed off. All pa-
perwork can be picked up in the main office. Coaches
have been instructed to not let students participate
until all paperwork is completed. If you have ques-
tions you may contact Mr. Anderson or Mrs. Mackey.

Schedules

We are finishing up the process of scheduling students. Sched-
ules will be mailed home to the 7th and 8th graders prior to
the start of school. Sixth grade schedules will be available at
the Orientation/BBQ on August 26th.

GO PIRATES
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6th Grade Orientation/BBQ

On behalf of all our staff, we would like to welcome our new 6th graders and their families to Chelan Middle School. We
are very excited about the up and coming school year and would like to invite our new sixth graders and their families to
our orientation night and barbeque. The goal of this evening is to help students (and parents) make a positive transition to
middle school. During the evening you will also have the opportunity to meet 6th grade teachers, learn about specific
programs, curriculum and school policies. You will also receive information regarding the Holden Village Trip which will

take place in early October.

DATE: August 26th, 2010

TIME: 6:00 All 6th grade families and Students
LOCATION: Chelan Middle/High School
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TARGET AFTERS

Get Ready! You’
the Afters Zone at Chelan
Middle School!

TARGET Afters will begin this year on
September 20th. TARGET is a great way for
students to improve their math ability. These after
school classes are part skill building & part tutoring.
Students who qualify for this math assistance will re-
ceive letters soon for sign up. Look for it in the mail
and plan on joining us for a great year!

ASB Elections

i ASB elections will take place 9/22-9/24. The Chelan
n I(/Iigd(e ﬁ:l%ol ASB is comprised of 4 student repre-

sentatives from each grade level. Any interested stu-
dents will need to complete an application, will have
an opportunity to campaign and give a speech in
front of their classmates. More information will be
provided for students during the second week of
school. This is a great opportunity to become a leader
in our school. The ASB is responsible for organizing
and putting on various assemblies, spirit weeks and
activity nights throughout the year.
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Hello everyone! Welcome back to school. | hope

your summer was relaxing and energizing. | am

Recommended Supply List

Being prepared on a daily basis is a big factor in student
success. Please see the list below for recommended sup-
plies to start and to have throughout the year.

2” 3 ring binder
Tabbed Dividers

Pens/Pencils

Loose Leaf Paper
Calculator
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1 Zippered Pencil Pouch
il

il

71 Colored Pencil Set

so excited to meet you all and become part of
the Pirates team. | feel blessed to be chosen as
the new school counselor. | have worked with
students of all ages, but middle school students
have a special place in my heart. | graduated in
2009 from CWU with my MEd in school counsel-
ing. Before that | earned my BA in psychology
from WWU. | also spent time in the Peace Corps
W. Africa as an English teacher. Most recently |
worked at Foothills Middle School in Wenatchee
where | created and ran an after school home-
work center. So now that you know a bit about
me, please feel free to stop by my office and say
hello. | am looking forward to getting to know
you all and having a great year.

Jesi Lingo
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CYBER SAFETY

The Office of Superintendent of Public In-
struction Washington State School Safety
Center has released a pamphlet entitled
Cyber Safety: Tips for SafecGuifing.

these can be picked up in the main office.
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Below is some of the information that you
will find in the document:

TIPS FOR TEENS:

q Nothing is Private—E-mails can be forwarded with
the click of a mouse. Remember that any personal in-
formation you send to someone could be sent to other

people very quickly.

1 Be Smart—Your online behavior is your responsibil-
ity. Don’t harass or bully, and don’t respond when
someone else tries to pick an online fight.

1 When to Tell—If something online seems “too good
to be true,” it probably is. If you receive any offers that
involve going to a meeting, having someone visit your
house, or sending money or credit card information,

tell your parent or guardian.

TIPS FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS:

1 Teach—Talk frequently to your teen. Discuss their
online friends just as you talk about their other friends.

T Monitor—Ask your teen to tell you right away about
any uncomfortable online experience, with assurances

that you will not be angry if he or she confides in you.

' Report—If you suspect that someone is trying to
begin an inappropriate relationship with your teen or
any other child, report it to your local law enforcement
agency.

The pamphlet also provides tips to prevent Cyber Bullying
and suggestions on what to do if this begins occurring. If
you are a student it suggests things like not sharing personal
information such as your name, address or phone number.
Parents, if your student receives inappropriate messages or
pictures, print those as they may serve as evidence and im-
portant to any action you take in the future.

To find out more, you can go to:

www..k12.wa.us/SafetyCenter/

CURRICULUM SPOTLIGHT: Smart Music

This year has proven to be a great start to the band year. One of the

great new curriculum additions to the music program this year is a
computer software program called “SmartMusic.” SmartMusic is a
computer program for band that includes assessment tools that help to
measure and improve the individual success of every student. Smart-
Music allows the teacher to give an assignment as well as record, as-

sess, and archive the performance of every student who completes the
assignment. The musical notation and parts show up directly on the com-
puter screen and are accompanied by sound files. These assignments are
often actual pieces of music students are preparing in class for concerts or
exercises to help students improve musically. This allows Mr. Burdick to
give individual instruction to every student within every band class, which
otherwise is quite difficult to accomplish in a class of 40 or more students.
SmartMusic changes how music is learned, practiced, and enjoyed. Rather
than practicing alone, students practice with professional accompaniments
from famous wind ensembles and jazz bands. The software provides imme-
diate feedback on their performance through the built-in assessment tools by
scoring notes and rhythms. Correct notes and rhythms show up on the
screen as green notes and incorrect notes and rhythms show up as red notes.
This allows every student to fix and improve during every practice session.
Imagine having a piece of software that would tell you if your son/daughter
was doing their calculus homework correctly, tell them what was wrong,
AND give them feedback when they were correct. Students practice and
perform assignments until they have reached an acceptable percentage score
based on accuracy. Then the students submit their assignment online for
review.

SmartMusic Impact is an effective, web-based grade book that makes it casy
for me to manage, grade, and document assignments for all band students.
Students using SmartMusic report that they have more fun practicing and as
aresult, students practice longer and more effectively. The overall benefit
is to the entire band and community as our band program builds and be-
comes even more successful. In addition to the weekly assignments, stu-
dents have access to literally thousands of concert band pieces, jazz band
pieces, orchestra pieces, and a complete library of method books. All come
with on-screen music and accompaniment sound files. This alone is a huge
benefit, since a normal piece of band music can range in price from $50-
$200. The program also includes a tuner and metronome which typically
cost between $25-$30 a piece. All this plus hours of fun for only $30 a year!
Students with financial needs have scholarships available to them as well as 2
computers for their use at school. These music labs are available anytime
between 7:00 am and 4:30 pm daily. Many students are using advisory,
lunch, and other appropriate times to practice and complete assignments.
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smartmusic

Mr. Burdick will be presenting a demonstration for
the school board on October 28" for anyone inter-
ested in learning more about this awesome experi-
ence. Also feel to visit: www.smartmusic.com or

call me anytime for a demo at 682-4061 EXT 103



http://www.smartmusic.com/
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